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adjoining the Marco Polo Bridge where the " China Incident"
began, which Goodsell himself saw. It read : " Birthplace of Peace
in East Asia." The Minister, said Goodsell, loved the story and
chuckled over it.
At luncheon at the Bassompierres' with many colleagues, the
Vellosos (Brazilian Ambassador), Thurnheers (Swiss Minister), Pabst,
etc., to meet Madame Peltzer, widow of our former Belgian colleague
in Berlin and Berne, who was later in Brazil, there was little note of
optimism about the European crisis. Alice and I stayed around the
radio until about midnight, getting no news of importance because
the Munich conference was not to start till 11 p.m. here, and then
we were up at 6.30 the next morning, the 3Oth, to find that there
was real hope in the situation. At 10.45 ^n ^e morning the welcome
news came through, " Agreement reached."
So we fare forth into October in a far happier spirit than has been
ours for many days.
TWO INTERVIEWS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER ARITA
November 7, 1938
My initial interview to-day with Mr. Arita,1 the new Minister for
Foreign Affairs, assumed on his part a negative and therefore unsatis-
factory character. After the amenities as between two old friends I
referred to the assurances expressed to me by Mr. Arita's three
predecessors in turn to the effect that the foreign policy of the Japanese
Government would undergo no change during their respective
administrations and that American rights and interests in China
would be respected and the Open Door and equal opportunity
supported. I then inquired whether the new Minister would renew
those assurances.
Mr. Arita replied that when he was formerly Foreign Minister
the attitude of the Japanese people towards the United States was
particularly friendly and that it is still friendly to-day, but that in
the meantime the attitude of the United States towards Japan has
considerably altered due to things that have occurred in China.
He supposed that by reading recent comments in the Japanese press
I must have gleaned some comprehension of the present attitude of
the Japanese people in that connection. The Minister said that in
estimating opinion in his own country he must proceed slowly and
" with great prudence."
The Minister referred tp the public address of the Prime Minister
on November 3 as an indication of Japanese policy. I immediately
replied that we had carefully studied that address but that portions
of it required interpretation and I asked specifically whether he was
in a position to interpret the following excerpt:
Japan does not reject co-operation with other powers, neither
intends to damage the interests of third powers.   If such nations
1 Former Vice-Foreign Minister,   Appointed Foreign Minister October 29, 1938.

